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Silence Saves from various quarrels

Speaking on the occasion on Navaratri on March 17, 1991 Baba said:


According to the Indian calender, we are moving into a new year. On this occasion, I offer  my love, affection and respect to you all. May the Divine Mother protect all the inhabitants of the earth and give us strength and good health. This festival that we are observing is extremely  tender, gentle, sweet and beyond the grasp of our mind.


This observance teaches us to join our palms together, it teaches us to be polite  and respectful to each other. It teaches us to sit and be silent while sitting together. Practicing being silent,  enriches us with  gravity, which is extremely important in our life. This occasion encourages us to shun restlessness from our life.


Friends, the thing which is called worship,  known by various names and forms, is accomplished only after giving up  our cleverness. Excessive cleverness makes a person very weak and miserable, it opens the door for ignorance. Excessive cleverness forces us to succumb to evil, we keep suffering. The clever person thinks that no one  can see through his cleverness, and he rejoices his success. But the end result is never good. History is the witness.


Contrary to it, our worship, meditation and contemplation - our silence  saves us from  misery and obstacles. Our silence does not encourage us to go near wickedness or evil. It is for this reason, realized beings give much importance to contemplation on that "great unknown" or all the holy names - they give importance to repetition of mantra bestowed by the Guru. Dwelling in the company of our mantra, we are able to obtain every thing of substance. It is immeasurable. It can never be compared to anything.


Modern minds may even call it bogus or pretense, but is not so. It's none but our own misconception that deviates us from our path. Our misconception spreads like poison and gives rise to misbehavior. It aims arrows of flowers at us. Arrows of flowers are nothing but our misconceptions, misdeeds and mismanagement of our life. Away from it all, this nine days of austerity, brings us closer to ourselves. Friends! we have gone thousands of miles away from ourselves. It is as if we do not exist. No one knows what have we become and what are we going to be. Do we really have to be like this? Why do we drag ourselves towards misconduct? This festival of austerity saves us from all this.


Friends! we live in an auspicious land, wherever we look, we find sanctity. Good souls have been born on this earth and we are fortunate enough to have come in contact with them. Our land is filled with tales and stories of inspiring sages and saints. Telling these tales, our elders give rise to virtues and character in us. They encourage us to mingle with one another - they save us from hating one another. They inspire us to become like that mythical stone, paaras, that does not distinguish between the metal of a butcher's home and the metal of a temple - both turn into gold when touched by paaras  stone.


In the same fashion, no matter what stage of life you are in, a change will definitely take place in you. You will experience that change within. People who come in your contact, will be touched by your gentleness and politeness. Your being will inspire thoughts of how  gentle you are. Your head is always bowed, mischief never arises, and you are never aggressive or talkative. An aggressive  person becomes intoxicated  with talkativeness, weaknesses arise within, and  is forced to participate in undesirable activities.


This time of the year, when we gather to practice austerity and contemplate on that "great unknown", saves us from these weaknesses. On such an occasion, our contemplation, silence and softly voicing  words  for the well-being of the self as well as others, ascends us in the category of devas and elevated beings. These characteristics never go unnoticed. No one is encouraged to do harm to such a person. Being in the presence of such a being, we save ourselves from wickedness and we obtain all these virtues.


Once we become void of jealousy, hatred and enmity, arrows of flowers shot by wickedness do not touch us. These arrows are aimed only at those, who are busy in proving that they are very clever and are engaged in taking advantage of others by hook or by crook. Therefore, on this occasion, all that we have to learn is, "I do not know anything, all that I know is I do not know anything. I go under the protection of that "great unknown". Whatever I am inspired to do in such a state, I accomplish it and that is enough for me. There is no second thought about it."


The teaching of practicing silence that we have received from our Gurus saves us from various quarrels. Sitting in silence and stillness, we gaze at that consciousness, that vastness and contemplate that this whole creation is a play of that "boundless". The empty between the earth and sky is a womb, and we occupy a narrow street in this vastness. This whole creation is a grove of  consciousness and different faces are different kinds of plants in the same garden. We are able to obtain as much as we please, through our oneness - in this garden we are able to harvest as much honey as we can.


Today, I won't be able to talk with you more than this. I bow to the auspiciousness, the divinity residing within you, which is needed in everyone's life and take leave of you.


Hara Hara Mahadeva   

