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Hypocrisy is a Curse 

One day Aghoreshwara gave the following sermon to his disciple, Sambhav, the seeker:  "Sambhav! Hypocrisy indicates perversity and superficiality. A hypocritical life deprives us of reality and harbors the mentality of a cheat. Do you wish to make the complexity of your heart more complex by letting your nails and hair grow and by wearing a loin cloth and smearing ashes on your body?  Untangle it. 


If you think it over, you yourself will find that taking on the guise of the so-called saints is nothing but hypocrisy. Many people already think it to be so. This only adds to perversity of mind and it can never result in saintliness. If the appearance does not come together with the knowledge of a profession, it will be considered nothing but hypocrisy. You know, Ram, who was an ideal character in the ancient period of India, and from whom we can learn a great deal, despised hypocrisy. It makes a person unacquainted with himself. O Saint! Do not assume hypocrisy! It is an abode of folly." 


Sambhav, the seeker, asked, "Baba, is this known as pride?"  The Aghoreshwar said further, "Sambhav, hypocrisy is not pride. It is like assuming the appearance of the painted jackal. As the story of  the painted jackal goes: Once a  jackal wandered into a village and fell into a pool of blue dye. Returning to the forest, he noticed his change of color. He gathered all the animals and announced, “God has made me his messenger, and has given the kingdom of the forest to me. My color is the proof. From now on you have to obey me, because I speak the will of God”. His selfish laws were obeyed, even by the mightiest of the inhabitants of the forest. Then one day it rained. The dye washed off. The tiger, who was the real ruler of the forest, tore the jackel to pieces.

This kind of behavior is most disgusting. Obtaining the approval of the masses, creating infamy, worshipping passions, lacking restraint and being an abode of perversity can be nothing but hypocrisy. Sambhav! One who pretends to be something he is not is destined for fragmentation.  So give up pretentiousness. Thus, there will be no fear of being spoiled. As I told you earlier, hypocrisy makes a person unacquainted with himself. I am not telling you what I have heard but what I have seen. 


Coming to know the great unknown within yourself is never achieved by one given to hypocrisy. It only nurtures deception, and is an abode of falsehood, where the Atmaram (the divine Self) never enters. Sambhav, do not be anything else; be only a human being. Do not nourish segregation by labelling yourself socially. Do not be bound by the limitations of caste or religion. A humanitarian viewpoint does not approve of it, as today’s situation is different from the past.


How quickly you are leaving your youth behind. You are fast heading towards the unfamiliar old age. Give up the chariot of hypocrisy and travel in the chariot of reality, so that no one is deceived by you. Extreme old age is a little beyond youth and old age. Sambhav, realize now, before extreme old age comes upon you, the real life within you. Without realizing this, there is no possibility that the friendship with extreme old age will let us live in peace. Rather, there is every possibility that unbearable effects of  this friendship will kill us.


Sambhav, if you wish to know the truth, I will tell you something more. To think that whatever one sees or hears with one's senses is helpful in knowing the truth, is accepting the existence of weakness and perversity and giving refuge to hypocrisy. Whatever you see or hear only satisfies your eyes and ears. Whatever you smell or touch may satisfy your nose and skin, but these cannot be the goal of life. Ignoring this fact and considering the objects of eyes, ears, nose and skin to be a reality is like giving importance to ignorance. It is nothing but hypocrisy. Sambhav, the unknown within is not the subject of mind and thoughts. It is invisible and can not be seen. It is unutterable and not a subject of speech. This is the truth. 


Sambhav, live, act and move in a way that nobody is cheated by you. No one may limit you by name or form, may not fix your boundaries, and may not weigh you against anything else. Be unlimited, and unmeasurable. Cheat no one. Be thus. No one forgives those who are attracted by every artificiality. Such people are not forgiven even by themselves. They get nothing but disappointment, discouragement and sadness. Let go of everything that comes to and goes out of your mind. Forget who comes to you and goes away from you. It is the life force that is unborn, infallible and is found everywhere and in every age. But those who have forgotten themselves and are given to hypocrisy can never be in union with that life force. There is not the least possibility of it. Hypocrisy has kept the so-called learned persons, pandits, yogis and saints deprived of the knowledge of reality. It is hypocrisy that nourishes segregation on the basis of birth.


Sambhav! Now go and perform the routines which you know are required by times and occasion. I am also going to perform the routines for which time and occasion are waiting.

